
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
 

What has the UCC Resolved to do?  
In 2015, delegates to UCC General Synod 30, meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, adopted 
overwhelmingly a Resolution of Witness calling on members of the UCC to support Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (“BDS” for short), as economic leverage against Israel’s military 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. This historic resolution, titled “A Call for the United 
Church of Christ to Take Actions Toward a Just Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” called on 
the UCC to take the following actions:  

• Asked churches, conferences and other entities of the United Church of Christ to boycott 
goods produced in illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestine. This is consistent with 
the many boycotts UCC members have participated in over the decades – the boycott of 
goods during apartheid-era South Africa, for example – in an effort to end unjust practices.  

• Appealed to the Pension Boards of the United Church of  Christ, as well as conferences, 
local churches and members of the UCC to divest from holdings in companies profiting from 
or complicit in human rights violations arising from the occupation of the Palestinian 
Territories by the State of Israel 

• Called on United Church of Christ Officers and church members to request that Congress 
uphold the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act, which prohibits assistance to any country engaging 
in a consistent pattern of human rights violations, thus imposing government sanctions on 
the State of Israel.   

This historic resolution received the endorsement of Archbishop Desmond Tutu and was 
supported at General Synod by the powerful testimony of educator and peace activist Rev. Dr. 
Mitri Raheb. Learn more about the resolution here and here.  

Let’s look more closely, now, at Boycott Divestment and Sanctions as actions toward a just 
peace Israel-Palestine.  

 

What is BDS?  

Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) is a non-violent, grassroots movement, worldwide in 
scope, led by Palestinians. It uses Boycott, Divestment and government Sanctions to end 
international support for Israel's oppression of Palestinians and to pressure Israel to comply 
with international law.                                             

 

https://www.globalministries.org/wp-content/uploads/nb/pages/7857/attachments/original/1447995457/_4_DDA_FINAL_A_CALL_FOR_THE_UNITED_CHURCH_OF_CHRIST_TO_TAKE_ACTIONS_TOWARD_A_JUST_PEACE_IN_THE_ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN_CONFLICT.pdf?1447995457
https://www.google.com/search?q=youtube+dr+mitri+raheb+united+church+of+christ+synod&client=safari&sca_esv=e33b59774a85c587&rls=en&ei=knXhaJfLK4XHp84Pz9Pe0A4&ved=0ahUKEwiX3Jfio4uQAxWF48kDHc-pF-oQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=youtube+dr+mitri+raheb+united+church+of+christ+synod&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiNHlvdXR1YmUgZHIgbWl0cmkgcmFoZWIgdW5pdGVkIGNodXJjaCBvZiBjaHJpc3Qgc3lub2QyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUjxK1D3BViaKnABeACQAQCYAeABoAHhHqoBBjAuMjguMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCHKAC0x7CAgsQABiABBiwAxiiBMICBRAhGKsCmAMAiAYBkAYDkgcGMS4yNi4xoAfysQGyBwYwLjI2LjG4B8kewgcGMC4yLjI2yAd8&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:5e41f5f4,vid:URL0fIIyiLI,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=youtube+dr+mitri+raheb+united+church+of+christ+synod&client=safari&sca_esv=e33b59774a85c587&rls=en&ei=knXhaJfLK4XHp84Pz9Pe0A4&ved=0ahUKEwiX3Jfio4uQAxWF48kDHc-pF-oQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=youtube+dr+mitri+raheb+united+church+of+christ+synod&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiNHlvdXR1YmUgZHIgbWl0cmkgcmFoZWIgdW5pdGVkIGNodXJjaCBvZiBjaHJpc3Qgc3lub2QyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUjxK1D3BViaKnABeACQAQCYAeABoAHhHqoBBjAuMjguMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCHKAC0x7CAgsQABiABBiwAxiiBMICBRAhGKsCmAMAiAYBkAYDkgcGMS4yNi4xoAfysQGyBwYwLjI2LjG4B8kewgcGMC4yLjI2yAd8&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:5e41f5f4,vid:URL0fIIyiLI,st:0
https://kairosusa.org/united-church-of-christ-moves-forward-on-divestment-and-boycotts/
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/us-church-votes-landslide-divest-israeli-occupation


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boycott in this case is the withdrawal of support for Israel’s apartheid regime. It includes  
economic boycott – the refusal to purchase Israeli goods and services, also refusing to do 
business with companies whose actions help to sustain the Israeli apartheid regime. Just like 
the successful boycott of apartheid South Africa years ago, this BDS movement includes a 
cultural boycott, an academic boycott, and a sports boycott.   

Divestment campaigns urge banks, corporations, pension funds, insurance companies, 
universities, unions, churches, state and local governments, and individuals to withdraw their 
investments from the State of Israel and from companies everywhere whose actions help to 
sustain the Israeli apartheid regime.  

Sanctions are actions that local and national governments can take to help bring an end to the 
occupation. Sanctions include the refusal of governments to purchase Israeli goods and 
services. Sanctions can include the ending of military trade and free-trade agreements. 
Governmental sanctions may also include suspending Israel’s participation in government-
sponsored organizations, forums and events.  

Goals of the BDS Movement are: 

 Freedom: Ending the Military Occupation of Palestine (West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza) 

 Justice: Right of return for Palestinians forcibly displaced from their homes, from 1948 
through the present day. 

 Equality: Equal rights and protections under the law, for Muslims, Christians, Jews, and 
everyone else living in Israel 

www.bdsmovement.net 

The cartoon figure of Handala, found throughout  
Palestine, is a symbol of the Palestinian struggle  



Additional information about the worldwide BDS Movement – including lists of companies 
targeted for boycott, backgrounders on specific campaigns, guidelines for action, and historical 
successes of the BDS movement – may be found on the website of the BDS Movement.  

Also, an organization called Global Kairos for Justice has put together a superb informational 
and planning resource called the BDS Toolkit.  

And further, the UCC Movement for Palestine Justice (formerly UCC Palestine-Israel Network) 
has also created a valuable resource which they call BDS Toolkit. This Toolkit is in the form of a 
Canva presentation, and is designed for congregations committing to work for justice and the 
human rights of Palestinians.  
 

 

https://bdsmovement.net/
https://bdstoolkit.org/
https://www.uccmps.org/bds-toolkit

