Contacting Our Elected Officials. Political Advocacy.

Asking your elected officials to take action is something you can do by yourself, with a group at
your church, or in league with a local civic group or even the entire Wisconsin Conference. Every
contact you make with an elected official is important.

Effective methods of contacting your elected officials include sending e-mails, writing letters,
making phone calls, and arranging meetings, either in-person or (increasingly common) via
teleconference.

As you consider contacting your officials, you may wish to consult these excellent resources
created by partner organizations in the movement for Palestine justice.

Writing letters

e The UCC provides this template for writing a letter to your elected officials: Emailing Your
Elected Officials (scroll down).

¢ The United Methodist Church provides helpful tips for writing to your elected official and a
sample from a concerned parishioner: Writing to Decision Makers

e And here’s a guide with sample letter provided by Gallaudet University: How to Write for
Advocacy

Making phone calls

e The UCC provides this template for calling your elected officials: Calling Your Elected
Officials

e The United Methodist Church supplies a sample script and steps for you to register your
perspective on an issue: Calling Decision Makers

e American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) provides these helpful guidelines: 9 Tips for
Calling Your Members of Congress

Arranging an office visit

¢ In this advocacy toolkit, the UCC provides suggestions for meeting with elected officials:
Advocacy 101 Toolkit

e In this article Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) provides step-by-step instructions for
meeting with your representative: CMEP Grassroots Advocacy Guide

¢ The United Methodist Church provides a concise guide on how to schedule and conduct a
meeting with decision makers as you advocate for justice: Visiting Decision Makers

e The No Way to Treat a Child campaign offers these valuable insights: How to Approach
Congressional Staffers So Our Issues are Heard
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