Where to donate?

It’s a question we get all the time: “Is there something | can do to make an immediate, tangible,
positive impact for Palestinian families struggling to survive?”

In response to this question, the Palestine Justice Working Group has carefully reviewed a list of
humanitarian organizations that are at work today in Gaza and the West Bank, providing vital
services to people in need. While acknowledging there are many hard-working, meritorious
(and heroic!) organizations at work in Gaza and the West Bank, we focused our analysis on
organizations with which members of our team are personally familiar.

Here we provide a short list of organizations that have a solid track record of humanitarian
service, are very well run, and to which you can donate with confidence, knowing your
contributions will provide immediate relief to suffering Palestinian men, women and children.

The five organizations we highlight for your consideration are:

* Middle East Children’s Alliance (MECA)

* Al-Ahli Gaza Hospital

* United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
* Dar al-Kalima University

* Tent of Nations
Profiles of these organizations are provided just below.

You may wonder about donating to organizations working in Gaza, where Israel has temporarily
halted delivery of goods and services. (The first four organizations listed below have operations
in Gaza.) Know that these organizations continue heroically to offer aid and care even while
supplies are blocked. As one example, Al-Ahli Gaza hospital continues to provide medical care
using whatever remaining supplies may be available. Be assured that vital supplies provided by
these organizations will flow into Gaza the moment Israelis lift their blockade of humanitarian
aid.



Middle East Children’s Alliance
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Middle East Children’s Alliance (MECA) was founded in 1988 in Berkeley, California by Barbara
Lubin and Howard Levine. It is widely regarded as a “gold standard” for Palestine humanitarian
aid.

MECA works to protect the rights and improve the lives of children in the Middle East. It does
this by providing humanitarian aid, partnering with community organizations to run projects for
children, and supporting income-generating projects. In the US and internationally, MECA raises
awareness about the lives of children in the region and encourages meaningful action.

Your tax-deductible contributions to MECA will reach children and families with:

* Emergency aid for displaced families in Gaza and the West Bank

» Safe drinking water and electricity in Gaza and the West Bank

* Trauma intervention and ongoing psychological support in Gaza and the West Bank
* New playgrounds in Palestinian villages and refugee camps in the West Bank

* Community arts, sports, tutoring, libraries

* Scholarships for Palestinian university students

* Support for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.

In a recent phone call concerning Israel’s blockage of humanitarian aid to Gaza, MECA explained
they will use donated finds in whatever ways they can to provide food, safe drinking water,
medicines and medical aid, psychological support, schools, shelter, and more for the

people of Gaza.

To learn more:
Middle East Children's Alliance
One year of Israeli Genocide: We are still here

To donate: Emergency Support for Gaza


http://www.mecaforpeace.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRmzktnHCXs
http://www.mecaforpeace.org/meca-projects/emergency-support-for-gaza/

Al-Ahli Gaza Hospital

Al-Ahli Hospital, located in Gaza City in the northern part of the Gaza Strip, is one of the few
remaining hospitals serving the 2.2 million residents of Gaza. Nearly all of Gaza’s hospitals are
out of service, many bombed to rubble. Al-Ahli remains operational, although at a reduced
scale.

The Hospital is owned and run by The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. It is supported financially
not only by that Diocese, but by many international charities. It is the only Christian-run hospital
in the Gaza Strip, and is Gaza's only cancer hospital. In 2023, at the start of this current round of
ethnic cleansing, Al-Ahli Hospital had 116 medical staff and 80 beds. In “normal” times, the
hospital handled around 300 surgeries and 600 radiological visits and a total of 3,000 outpatient
visits per month. The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which runs Al-Ahli, is a Mission Partner of
Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Al-Ahli is staffed by both Palestinian and international medical professionals, including volunteer
teams of doctors and nurses from around the world. The staff of medical professionals has
shown extraordinary resilience on those occasions when the hospital was bombed, shelled or
invaded by Israeli ground troops (all actions which are illegal under the Fourth Geneva
Convention). When driven out of the hospital compound, the staff have set up tent clinics in
other parts of Gaza, to continue providing medical care to Gaza’s men, women and children.

Al-Ahli Gaza Hospital is open to persons of all faiths, genders, social class and political affiliation.
Generous allowance is made for patients who cannot afford to pay medical fees. In a region
where hardship is commonplace, Al-Ahli Hospital represents a beacon of peace and hope for all
the people it serves.

To learn more: American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Gaza

Life at Gaza's AL Ahli Hospital (video from 9 years ago, but still relevant today)

To donate: AFEDJ on-line giving (in the “Direct my support” box, select “Ahli Hospital, Gaza”)


https://afedj.org/institution/ahli-arab-hospital-gaza-city/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0CCagteAYA
https://afedj.org/give/give-online/

United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near Middle East
(UNRWA ) partners with Middle Eastern governments to provide direct relief and works
programs (infrastructure development and refugee camp improvement) for Palestinian
refugees. Originally established in 1949 by the UN General Assembly, UNRWA was intended to
be a short-term project lasting until the conflict between Israel and Palestine could be resolved.

For millions of Palestinian refugees living in the Occupied Territories and other countries in the
Middle East, UNRWA is by far the largest and most significant humanitarian agency. For citizens
of Gaza, UNRWA aid is an essential lifeline. UNRWA provides:

* Food.

* Clinics. Primary medical care.

* Social services.

* Education. UNRWA primary and secondary schools. University scholarships.
* Vocational education.

*  Women’s programs - education and skills training. Awareness-raising sessions on
domestic violence and human rights.

* Emergency loans and microfinance.

* Infrastructure development. Refugee camp improvement.
To learn more: United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
To donate: UNRWA USA


https://www.unrwa.org/
https://www.unrwausa.org/

Dar al-Kalima University

Dar al-Kalima University (DAK), founded by Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, is an institution of

higher education in Palestine focused on the performing arts, visual arts, and cultural heritage.
Its mission is to educate and prepare the next generations of creative

leaders in Palestine (and the Middle East). In so doing, it provides a beacon of hope to
thousands of Palestinian youths facing the daily challenges of an entrenched military
occupation.

The impact and significance of DAK is expressed eloquently by Svjetlana Djuric, former Program
Manager at the Olaf Palme International Center and friend of the University:

“For me, DAK is many very enthusiastic people dedicated to the benefits of their homeland. They
fight the harsh Israeli occupation with knowledge and education; they teach Palestinian youth
about their roots, culture and history; they understand the needs of grassroots people; and they
promote peace despite all the difficulties they encounter daily in the occupied West Bank and
besieged Gaza. They are the future of Palestine.

Through arts and culture, Dar al-Kalima resists the occupation and its consequences in the West
Bank and Gaza by offering a path towards employment and psycho-social support... [Dar al-
Kalima] is an initiative that empowers youth with a sense of pride, and with hope for the future
in a reality where hope may be difficult to find.”

To learn more: Dar Al-Kalima University and 25 Years of Creativity and Hope

To donate: Donations to Dar Al-Kalima University are made through the non-profit organization
“Bright Stars of Bethlehem,” a Chicago based 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to raise
awareness and support for Dar al-Kalima University: Bright Stars of Bethlehem


https://www.daralkalima.edu.ps/en
https://www.daralkalima.edu.ps/uploads/newbookdiyar.pdf
https://www.brightstarsbethlehem.org/

Tent of Nations
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We refuse to be enemies. Photo: Life llluminated

Tent of Nations is an educational and environmental farm located near the town of Bethlehem,
in the West Bank of Palestine. Spanning some 100 acres, the farm is owned and run by
members of the Nassar family, a Christian (Lutheran) Palestinian family whose motto is, “We
refuse to be enemies.”

Over the years, the Nassar farm has become much more than just a farm. It has become a place
of education and non-violent activism. In a typical year, ten thousand persons will visit the farm
to witness firsthand the courage and wisdom of the Nassar family, as they seek peaceful
coexistence with nearby Israeli settlers and soldiers. Like so many other Palestinian farmers, the
Nassars have seen hundreds of their trees cut down by Israeli settlers, and the road to their
farm blocked by immense boulders.

A goal of Tent of Nations is to prepare young people for a positive contribution to their future.
Toward this goal, Tent of Nations hosts summer camps for children in the area. The campers
spend two weeks in music, drama, art and creative writing classes, forging connections to the
earth and peaceful resistance against the Israeli occupation.

Tent of Nations co-owner Daoud Nasser hopes the children will gain confidence and assurance.
"We need the children in the end to not feel how miserable their life is, because then they will
run from their situation," he says. "We need the children to realize that, yes, it is difficult, but
still,  am able to shape my future with my own hands."

To learn more: Tent of Nations and Fostering Palestine’s Connection to the Earth

To donate: Donations to Tent of Nations may be made through the organization “Friends of
Tent of Nations — North America (FOTANNA).” Instructions for donating are provided here on
the FOTANNA website: Donate


https://tentofnations.com/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/fostering-palestines-connection-earth-non-violent-activism-tent-nations
https://fotonna.org/make-a-contribution-2/

