Resources for preaching, worship and prayer with a focus on Palestine

There are good reasons to preach with a focus on Palestine;

good reasons to plan worship with sensitivity to the realities of Jesus’ historical setting and the
liturgical seasons;

good reasons to pray in light of contemporary struggles and suffering of the Palestinian people.

Preachers play a vital role in helping parishioners understand Jesus’ message of love, justice and
peace vis a vis the Middle East ... both in his day and in ours. This is especially true in light of
literalistic claims of an eternal Biblical guarantee of land exclusively for the Jewish people —
borders that are never fully defined in the Old Testament, nor by Israel today. Let us lift up to
congregations in our preaching that Jesus lived under Roman occupation, just as Palestine now
lives under Israeli occupation. Doing this permits a deeper understanding of his life and
message.

Below are accessible online and print resources for preachers, worship planners and prayer
leaders in our churches.

A) Books offering insight regarding the land, context and perspective for understanding
historic and contemporary Middle East realities.

Jesus and the Land: The New Testament Challenge to “Holy Land” Theology Gary M. Burge

Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels Kenneth Bailey

The First Advent in Palestine Kelley Nikondeha

Faith in the Face of Empire: the Bible through Palestinian Eyes Mitri Raheb

The Cross in Contexts: Suffering and Redemption in Palestine Mitri Raheb

Decolonizing Palestine: The Land, The People, The Bible Mitri Raheb

Justice Only Justice: a Palestinian Theology of Liberation Naim Ateek

What is Palestine-Israel? Answers to Common Questions Sonia K. Weaver (Mennonite

Central Committee)



B) Palestinian Christian Theological/Biblical writing, preaching and advocacy

C)

Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center, Jerusalem

Sabeel is an ecumenical grassroots liberation theology movement among Palestinian
Christians. Since its founding in 1989, Sabeel has offered solid theological grounding for
justice advocacy and active grassroots Bible study for Christians in Palestine.

Available via Sabeel’s website (www.sabeel.org) and/or subscription are:

*Weekly Wave of Prayer: prayers which are theologically grounded and based on up-to-the-
minute realities and occurrences in Palestine

*Weekly live-streamed worship and Bible study with Palestinian Christians every Thursday at
3:00 pm Central

*Virtual worship services for Christmas, Easter and other select occasions

*Resources for Active Contemplative prayer experiences, such as a “Contemporary Way of
the Cross” experience and other curricula

Kairos Palestine (www.kairospalestine.ps)

Kairos Palestine is a Christian Palestinian movement, born out of the Kairos Document
(2009) which advocates for ending the Israeli occupation and achieving a just solution to the
conflict. The Kairos Document (A Moment of Truth: faith, hope and love — a confession of

faith and call to action from Palestinian Christians) is a Biblical and theological analysis of key

guestions relevant to the Middle East.

Multiple statements and updates to contemporary realities are available on the Kairos
Palestine website, revealing the response of Palestinian Christians to ever-increasing
violence, injustice and loss of freedom.

American Christian resources for preaching and worship planning

Friends of Sabeel North America brings the message and experience of Palestinian
Christians close to home and available to enrich and deepen our American preaching and
worship. FOSNA provides leadership for Christian worship and spiritual underpinnings in
the work of justice.

Available via FOSNA’s website (www.fosna.org) are:

* Weekly theological reflections by Executive Director Jonathan Kuttab, a lifelong
Palestinian American Christian, human rights attorney and deeply Biblical advocate of


http://www.sabeel.org/
http://www.fosna.org/

D)

non-violent peace-making and justice work. (Sign up for the FOSNA newsletter at the
above website.)

* Preach Palestine resources assist worship leaders and preachers to connect Biblical
stories and liturgical seasons with contemporary applications to justice issues in
Palestine.

Palestine Portal (www.palestineportal.org) provides a collection of materials from across

the ecumenical spectrum. This includes a variety of liturgical and devotional materials. The
“Congregational Life” tab opens access to prayers, litanies, sermons and poems. Statements
and materials from global Christian groups such as the World Council of Churches, Churches
for Middle East Peace and others are provided.

Resources from other church-related advocacy groups

United Church of Christ advocacy organization Movement for Palestine Solidarity provides
excellent weekly prayers, liturgical material and litanies via www.uccmps.substack.com

Of particular note this fall of 2025 is the Hosanna Preaching Festival of the Palestine Justice
Network of Presbyterian Church (USA) (www.pin.org) which will take place at Christ
Presbyterian Church in Madison Wednesday, November 12. The annual preaching festival
focuses on Palestine-related themes. Consider coming to Madison to hear some
outstanding sermons through this free opportunity.

World Council of Churches www.oikoumene.org (especially materials for the annual World

Week of Prayer for Palestine in September).

Christians for Middle East Peace (CMEP) https://cmep.org



http://www.palestineportal.org/
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