Palestine Justice Working Group, UCC Wisconsin Conference

Study resources for Middle School and
High School Students

Part 1: Resources for Middle School Students

Books

A Little Piece of Ground

By Elizabeth Laird. 2003/2006. 216 pages.

The book is authored by one of Great Britain’s best-known young adult authors and is suitable for upper
middle and high school readers. The story is told by a 12-year-old boy trapped with his family in
Ramallah under strict curfew after a suicide bombing. The content is mature and there is repeated
violence and threat from Israeli police, even as the young boys play in an old car hidden under a
bulldozed building. The writing is excellent, and this is a compelling read for mature early adolescents.

Code Name: Butterfly

By Ahlam Bsharat, 2016. 97 pages.

This young adolescent (YA) novel has received accolades from the International Board on Books for
Young People (IBBY), the School Library Association, and The Pirate Tree, a collective of children’s and
young adult writers interested in children’s literature and social justice issues. The author, a teacher and
writer who lives on the West Bank, dedicates the book to the boys and girls of Palestine. The text is an
easy read for upper middle or beginning high school; the content introduces young readers to the
environment of occupation within which Butterfly, an idealistic teen, lives her otherwise typical life. This
is an excellent read for young girls who can identify with Butterfly’s personal experiences and who will
also be stretched in their worldview.

Santa Claus in Baghdad and other Stories About Teens in the Arab World

By Elsa Marston. 2008. 216 pages.

This is a collection of 8 short stories, each about 20 pages long. Two stories are relevant to Palestine:
“The Olive Grove” takes place on the West Bank, and “The Plan” is set in a Palestinian refugee camp in
Lebanon. Other stories are set in Damascus, Baghdad, Lebanon, Tunisia, Cairo, and Jordan. “The Olive
Grove” is from the perspective of an adolescent Palestinian boy who wants to resist the occupation; he
comes to see resistance as broader than simple physical fighting (“There is more than one kind of jihad”)
and to see that there are Israelis who do not wholly support the dispossession of Palestinians (“...he
caught a last glimpse of the young soldier...cheeks flaming, face twisted with anger and shame. Their
eyes met, and Mujahhid understood something more. Maybe he and that soldier were not so very far
apart”). The book has received accolades from the School Library Association and the Kirkus Reviews
among others. Ray Hanania from The Middle East Book Review and Announcements states: “Author Elsa
Marston has written a wonderful book about the Middle East, but not another boring political analysis
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of why the conflict started or who is to blame. Instead, she focuses in on the children of the Middle
East.” This book is available at the I’'m Your Neighbor Books site, which notes that it is “welcoming
immigrants, refugees and migrants as neighbors through the sharing of children’s literature and other
stories.”

The Cat at the Wall

By Deborah Ellis. 2014. 144 pages.

This is an enchanting fictional story of a cat, who was a 13-year-old girl from Bethlehem, PA, and is now
reincarnated as a cat near Bethlehem in Israel/Palestine. The story is absolutely spot on for middle grade
children. Though children in the U.S. may not have the experience of life in a refugee camp, the
descriptions and the scenes show it clearly. The language is targeted for this age group. It could be used
in schools, in churches or synagogues or mosques, or in out-of-school discussions. Deborah Ellis is the
author of more than 30 books. Her website includes resources for teachers. The Educators’ Guide
provides information for anyone wanting to discuss this book with children; the Teachers’ Notes provide
a full curriculum. Parent/child book groups could successfully use this for a meeting. Quality is at the
level of a Newbery Award winner. www.DeborahEllis.com

The Shepherd’s Granddaughter

By Anne Laurel Carter. 2008. 221 pages.

The book is a fictional account of Amani, a Palestinian girl and her family who live in a village on an olive
farm. Amani follows in her grandfather’s footsteps and becomes a shepherd. The Israelis build a road
and settlement nearby and destroy the farm. The book illustrates pain and displacement of an entire
family. Amani meets the son of one of the Israeli settlers and they become friends. Some of the
Palestinian family members want to respond with violence while others want to pursue a peaceful way
to object to the settlement. This story would be most effective in tandem with facts on the ground
regarding settlements, land appropriation and home demolition from reputable sources.

Where the Streets Had a Name

By Randa Abdel-Fattah. 2008. 307 pages plus glossary.

The book jacket describes this book as the author’s “middle-grade debut”. The author has previously
written the acclaimed Does My Head Look Big in This?, a “young adult” novel. (See High School section
of Bibliography.) Thirteen-year-old Hayaat is the narrator who believes a handful of soil from her
grandmother’s ancestral home in Jerusalem will save her beloved Sitti (Grandmother) Zeynab's life. But
Hayaat and her family live in Bethlehem, behind an impenetrable wall that divides the West Bank, and
they’re on the wrong side of checkpoints, curfews, and the travel permit system. Humorous and
heartfelt, Where the Streets Had a Name deals with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with sensitivity and
grace and will open a window on this corner of the world. The novel is child-centered right from the
opening scene of frantic family grocery shopping to beat the curfew. The novel has 23 chapters,
averaging a dozen pages each with large, well-spaced print. The story is appealing to girls and boys.
Despite including a range of difficulties posed by the occupation as the children go on their adventure,
the story is upbeat and humorous. This extremely engaging, fun and informative novel is most
appropriate for middle school and lower high school readers.



http://www.deborahellis.com/

Young Palestinians Speak: Living Under Occupation

By Anthony Robinson and Annemarie Young. 2017. 117 pages.

This colorful engaging book is filled with photographs artfully formatted for easy reading. However, the
content remains authentic and rigorous for young readers and includes descriptions of the Separation
Wall, Land, Housing Ownership, Checkpoints and Poverty. After each introductory overview, the book
takes the reader to different locations, including Ramallah, Jenin, Nablus, Gaza and Hebron to explore,
through informal interviews, how living under occupation affects Palestinians today. There is children’s
art from Gaza, photographs of young people in Hebron and a school in Beit Ur. Readers will find
similarities with their own lives as well as stark realizations about how different life is under occupation
offered by the children and young people. One boy from Jenin explains: “l get high grades. | want to be
a doctor. | really want to study abroad, because it’s difficult here.” This book could be excerpted and
used with middle school or early high school.

Part 2: Resources for High School Students

Curriculum ideas

Topic: Short animated introduction to Israel and Palestine, by Jewish Voice for

Peace
Resource: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y58n{T20XfE

Topic: Meet Ahed Tamimi, symbol of Palestinian non-violent resistance

Resources:

e Ahed Tamimi: Living Resistance Tour: https://youtu.be/cMWuk mi5kw

e Ahed Tamimi: Life Under Occupation: https://youtu.be/ZjKVpbXRvJo

e Ahed Tamimi: MSNBC Medhi Hasan: https://youtu.be/XPhEJECGjAs (View this through 8:04 only.
The part after 8:04 with the senator from Vermont is just soooo depressing.)

e Book: “They Called Me a Lioness: A Palestinian Girl's Fight for Freedom” Diane has a copy, highly
recommended.

e Ahed Tamimi: Democracy Now! interview: https://youtu.be/bUl7c6ncqC4

e Ahed Tamimi is arrested again on November 5, 2023, then freed on November 30, 2023:
https://youtu.be/5-U2vx03f7I

Topic: Meet Mohammed El-Kurd. Settlers evicting Palestinians from their

homes.

Resources:

e https://www.jerusalemstory.com/en/video/sharing-our-house-israeli-settlers-sheikh-jarrah

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0vBnS70AGU

e Mohammed El-Kurd’s speech before the U.N. General Assembly: https://youtu.be/nKplr91MytA
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Topic: Arrest and detention of Palestinian children and youth

Resources:

e From the No Way to Treat a Child campaign and Defense for Children International-Palestine and
American Friends Service Committee: Detaining Dreams: https://youtu.be/7rw69pLILgw

e Afilm produced by Tom Beilman, from the United Church of Christ Palestine-Israel Network (UCC
PIN): http://www.hatcnow.org/

e Atreasure trove of authoritative information on this topic: https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/

Topic: House demolitions

Resources:

Note: Featured prominently in these video clips is the Dr. Jeff Halper, an Israeli-American

anthropologist, author, human rights activist, founder of the Israeli Committee Against House

Demolitions (ICAHD), and nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize.

e Avideo about Jeff Halper from way back 16 years ago:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=594pjKAHRy0

e Associated Press footage of weaponized two-story high Israeli bulldozers (American-made by
Caterpillar) destroying Israeli houses: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x46SZ8EttOo

e More footage of house demolitions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQLM9SrL7SI

e Video clip from Steadfast Hope, an IPMN curriculum:
https://vimeo.com/channels/steadfasthope/103943694 (through minute 7:40)

Topic: Land confiscation

Resources:

e The “Shrinking Palestine” map: https://ifamericansknew.org/download/FourMaps.pdf

e Conquer and Divide — an interactive map by B'Tselem. To navigate, click on a time period in the top
black bar, then scroll down the text using the scroll bar on the right. Map will adjust as you scroll
down the text: https://conquer-and-divide.btselem.org/map-en.html

e United Nations short backgrounder (4 min, 11 sec): https://www.un.org/unispal/history/

e  Full backgrounder, detailed & authoritative:

https://www.badil.org/cached uploads/view/2022/03/16/summary-denialof-use-access2land-eng-

1647430431.pdf

Another idea: View and discuss the series of video clips from Why Palestine

Matters
Why Palestine Matters is an excellent, valuable curriculum. It includes helpful videos and discussion
guides.

Why Palestine Matters: The Struggle to End Colonialism is a 110-page booklet of essays — a curriculum of

study — by the Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
http://www.whypalestinematters.org/. The video clips that accompany this curriculum are simply
excellent: https://whypalestinematters.org/videos-for-chapters
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Film

My Neighbourhood

By Julia Bacha & Rebekah Wingert-Jabi. 2012, 25 minutes.

Website: http://www.justvision.org/myneighbourhood/about

Available online from: http://www.justvision.org/myneighbourhood/watch

Mohammed El Kurd is a Palestinian boy growing up in the neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah in the heart of
East Jerusalem. When Mohammed turns 11, his family is forced to give up part of their home to Israeli
settlers, who are leading a campaign of court-sanctioned evictions to guarantee Jewish control of the
area. Shortly after their displacement, Mohammed'’s family and other residents begin holding non-
violent protests against the evictions, determined not to lose their homes for good. In a surprising turn,
they are quickly joined by scores of Israeli supporters who are horrified to see what is being done in
their name. Through their personal stories, My Neighbourhood goes beyond the sensational headlines
that normally dominate discussions of Jerusalem and captures voices rarely heard, of those striving for a
future of equality and pluralism in the city. My Neighbourhood follows Mohammed as he comes of age
in the midst of unrelenting tension and remarkable cooperation in his backyard. The film chronicles the
resolve of a neighborhood and the support it receives from the most unexpected of places.

The discussion guide to accompany this film can be found at
https://www.justvision.org/myneighbourhood/discussion-guide

Books

They Called Me a Lioness: A Palestinian Girl's Fight for Freedom

By Ahed Tamimi and Dena Takruri. 288 pages. Paperback.

The story of Ahed Tamimi, a young girl who became a worldwide symbol of Palestinian non-violent
resistance.

“One of the best books of the year.” — Kirkus Review

Gaza Writes Back: Short Stories from Young Writers in Gaza, Palestine

Edited by Refaat Alareer. 2013. 204 pages.

This collection of short stories by adolescents should be in every library. The short story authors’ short
biographies and photos are included in the back of the book and each story tells of firsthand experiences
in occupied Gaza. The stories largely focus on experiences during and following Israel’s 2008-2009 51-
day military bombardment of Gaza known as Operation Cast Lead, which clearly had an enormous
impact on these young writers. Each of the 23 stories is two to five pages long and easily read in a single
sitting. Individual young people could take responsibility to read and share stories with the group.
Reading authentic stories by real teenagers is an optimal way to raise awareness, curiosity, compassion,
and meaningful discussion on how to make a difference in our world. Gaza Writes Back sheds light for
young readers and writers on what continues to happen in Gaza while teens try to live their lives.

Mornings in Jenin: A Novel

By Susan Abulhawa. 2010. 325 pages with glossary and discussion questions.

The Kirkus Review describes Mornings in Jenin as an “audacious, no-holds-barred account of a
Palestinian family’s suffering during 60 years of Israeli occupation.” The novel examines the impact of
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the 1948 Nakba, the 1967 war and the 1982 massacre at Shatila refugee camp in Lebanon on families
and children through the eyes of one extended family. The perspective is consistently Palestinian,
presenting the impact of historical events on Palestinians. The novel is also framed by positive
interactions and some intimacy between (Muslim) Palestinians and Jews. Generally, an older and
sophisticated high school student would enjoy the novel as literature and learn a Palestinian perspective
on events and circumstances from Israel’s creation to the refugee camps to the intifada. Violence based
on real events and (minimal) sexuality are depicted. The excellent questions for discussion could prove
useful for teachers. A glossary provides Arabic vocabulary used throughout the novel.

The Lemon Tree

By Sandy Tolan. 2006. 264 pages, plus 13-page bibliography and 65 pages of detailed notes.

This well-known book, made into a popular film, is described by the author as “planted in the soil of
nonfiction”. It is a narrative covering events in Israel/Palestine from the 1940's to the 2000's, focusing
on two families, one Israeli and one Palestinian, who lived through the events. Journalist Anne Bartlett
describes the story: The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is at least in part a tragedy of unacknowledged
similarities. On one side, you have a proud people forced out of their traditional homeland, ill-treated in
their diaspora, desperate to regain and hold what they fervently believe is their land. And on the other,
you have exactly the same thing. Yet that likeness has led not to mutual accommodation, but to
unending violence. The Lemon Tree reduces the tragedy to two families and one house in a moving story
of both grief and hope. Tolan, who first told this story in a public radio documentary, is admirably even-
handed, alternating between the points of view of the two families (the Khairis and Eshkenazis) and
their respective nations. The book and film are excellent introductions to the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Blood Brothers: The Dramatic Story of a Palestinian Christian Working for Peace

in Israel

By Elias Chacour. Updated Edition. Baker Books, 2014.

The riveting life story of a Palestinian Arab-Israeli who experienced the Nakba, founded schools for
Palestinian children and, in later life, served the Melkite Greek Catholic Church as Archbishop of Akko,
Haifa, Nazareth and All Galilee. Forward by Secretary of State James A. Baker IIl.

Poetry

Things you may find hidden in my ear: Poems from Gaza

By Mosab Abu Toha. City Lights Books. 2022.

Winner of the American Book Award, the Palestine Book Award and Arrowsmith Press’s 2023 Derek
Walcott Poetry Prize. National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry Finalist.

From the publisher: In this poetry debut, Mosab Abu Toha writes about his life under siege in Gaza, first
as a child, and then as a young father. A survivor of four brutal military attacks, he bears witness to a
grinding cycle of destruction and assault, and yet, his poetry is inspired by a profound humanity.

These poems emerge directly from the experience of growing up and living in constant lockdown, and
often under direct attack. Like Gaza itself, they are filled with rubble and the ever-present menace of
surveillance drones policing a people unwelcome in their own land, and they are also suffused with the
smell of tea, roses in bloom, and the view of the sea at sunset. Children are born, families continue
traditions, students attend university, and libraries rise from the ruins as Palestinians go on about their
lives, creating beauty and finding new ways to survive.




Accompanied by an in-depth interview (conducted by Ammiel Alcalay) in which Abu Toha discusses life
in Gaza, his family origins, and how he came to poetry.

From an Amazon reviewer: | am struggling to find words to describe this magnificent book. Words are
simply not enough. The raw emotional turmoil presented in such beautiful prose is impossible to
describe.”

19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East

By Naomi Shihab Nye. 2002. 141 pages.

The poems in this book can be selected for either middle or high school youth in either faith-based or
secular settings. They could be used in written materials or read aloud in and for groups. Most, though
not all, are specific to Palestine. Nye’s pleas for peace while acknowledging the plight of being
Palestinian are clear in many of the poems. The beginning of her poem, Jerusalem, reads: “I’'m not
interested in who has suffered the most. I’'m interested in people getting over it.” In the poem, Those
Whom We Do Not Know, she writes: “That dune? Used to be a house. And the desert soaking up echoes
— those whom we did not know think they know us now.” Nye, an Arab American, has written about
family in the setting of the West Bank extensively.

The Flag of Childhood: Poems from the Middle East

By Naomi Shihab Nye. 1998/2001. 99 pages.

The poems in this collection were selected by Shihab Nye and represent a range of age level interest
from middle school through adult. The poems reflect familiar themes such as family, belonging, land,
exile, memory and growing up in community. Individual poems can work well as needed and can be
incorporated with other parts of a lesson or experience. Some represent the broader human
experience, not only the Israel/Palestine context. Poems could be used in newsletters, worship services
as well as classroom lessons.

ZaatarDiva

By Suheir Hammad. 2005. 102 pages plus a CD.

Hammad is a Palestinian from Brooklyn whose poems tell of border crossings, culture, the working poor,
and family. She writes about her father, the olive trees in Palestine, and young women in Brooklyn and
on the West Bank everywhere. Her poem Jerusalem Sunday paints a word picture of a city with
muezzins, church bells and the torah. Poems can easily be excerpted; the CD is valuable as Hammad
reads her work and introduces her father as she reads her poem, Daddy’s Song.

Graphic/cartoon novels

Palestine
1996, 2001, and being re-issued this year. 288 pages. Available from Barnes & Noble and other outlets.
By Joe Sacco, with introduction by Edward Saeed. A classic.

Winner of an American Book Award in 1996. Based on several months of research and an extended visit
to the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the early 1990s, this is a major work of political and historical
nonfiction. Palestine has been favorably compared to Art Spiegelman's Pulitzer Prize-winning Maus for
its ability to brilliantly navigate such socially and politically sensitive subject matter within the confines
of the comic book medium. Sacco has been called the first comic book journalist, and he is among the



best. This edition features an introduction from historian Edward Said, one of the world's most
respected authorities on the Middle Eastern conflict.

A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji Al-Ali

2009. 117 pages. Cartoons are by Naji Al-Ali (deceased); images and captions by “estate of Al-Ali”,
introduction by Joe Sacco; internal texts by Abdul Hadi Ayyad.

This novel features the character Hanthala (Handala). The author was assassinated by unknown
assailants while working in London. - Tom

The language in this book is oriented to adults, but many of the cartoons could be used with adolescent
readers. The superb cartoons were drawn from 1970 to 1987. Unfortunately, they are still relevant. The
book is divided into five sections: Palestine; Human Rights; US Dominance, Oil and Arab Collusion; The
Peace Process; and Resistance, each beginning with a short text description. The cartoonist, Al-Ali, is
critical of those who do not serve the needs of Palestinians, including leaders of Arab countries, Israel,
and the U.S. He invents a small boy named Hanthala, a refugee from a camp, who appears in most of the
cartoons, standing with his hands behind his back, staring sadly at the rest of the scene. This book is an
exemplar of “a picture is worth 1,000 words”. The cartoons are on-point, poignant, and stark. You can’t
look away.

Baddawi

By Leila Abdelrazaqg. 2015. 116 pages plus a glossary and family photographs.

This graphic novel, divided into 4-10-page chapters, is most appropriate for upper middle and high
school. The story focuses on the author’s father who is removed from his ancestral home in 1948 and
finds himself in the Baddawi refugee camp. Each contains short chapters displaying key incidents.
Though the story ends in 1980, it is persistently relevant today. Abdelrazaq grew up in Chicago and now
lives in Detroit. Her perspective on the events in Palestine from 1948 to 1980 is largely from her father’s
stories, rather than from first-hand experience. The advantage of this perspective is that she knows
American youth and writes to this known audience. Though there is a great deal of violence in the
stories, she does a fine cartoonist’s job of drawing that isn’t as bloody as photographs would be, while
still communicating the reality. The graphic novel format makes this work accessible; it could be a text
for a series or course.
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