Edith A. Guffey

Dr. Edith Guffey (pronouns she/her) served the United Church of Christ for over
30 years. Guffey served first as the Secretary of the denomination, then as the
Associate General Minister, always focusing primarily on the organization's
internal operations and serving as the Administrator of the General Synod from
1995 to 2011. Following her years in the national offices, Guffey served as the
Conference Minister of the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference, retiring in 2021.
Guffey says she was first attracted to the UCC when she discovered a church
that connected faith with justice and considered advocacy as both a legitimate
and necessary expression of faith.

A born Midwesterner: Edith knows the challenges of marginalized communities and understands the
intersectionality of race and LGBTQI concerns. Over the years, she has been a voice in the faith
community, encouraging congregations and people of faith to practice hospitality and extend an
extravagant welcome to LGBTQI persons. While Edith was the Conference Minister, the Kansas-
Oklahoma Conference formalized this welcome by voting that persons of all sexual orientations, races,
genders, and abilities are welcome, celebrated, and invited to participate fully in the life of the
Conference. While this is critically important in Kansas and Oklahoma, where many churches are places
of exclusion, Edith sees it as crucial for all churches that are places of welcome to be vocal and clear
about their welcome so that the LGBTQI community knows where places of safety are.

Although her primary portfolio in the United Church of Christ and throughout her career has focused on
administration and management, Edith says it’s impossible to serve as an officer of the United Church of
Christ without engaging in some form of advocacy. She notes that some in the church love preaching
and teaching, while she loves bylaws, planning, leading meetings that work, building relationships on
boards, and being part of the fabric that supports effective ministry. Guffey has training in conflict
mediation and facilitating conversations on race and white privilege.

Guffey has served in numerous roles within the United Church of Christ. She has served as Chair of the
Board of Directors of United Church Funds, Chair and Vice Chair of the UCC Insurance Board, and a
leader on the Cabinet of Conference Ministers. She is currently a member of the Board of Directors of
Retirement Housing Foundation.

In her local community, she served on the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council and the Affordable
Housing Advisory Committee, and is now a member of the Board of Directors of Theatre Lawrence.
Guffey currently serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of National PFLAG, the first and largest
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ+) people, their parents and
families, and allies.

Guffey holds a BA in Sociology from Baker University in Baldwin City, KS, and an MSW from the
University of Kansas. She has three honorary degrees. She is married to Jerry and has two adult children
and three grandchildren, all of whom live in California. Jerry and Edith call Lawrence, Kansas, home.



