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By Rev. Franz Rigert, Conference Minister

The Wisconsin Conference UCC can support and strengthen the
faithful ministry of congregations like ours because of your gifts to
OCWM Wisconsin Impact (formerly, OCWM Basic Support).

Recently, people from across the Conference gathered at Green Lake to
think about the ways God transforms us. We all hope for transformation
—to be changed, as the Apostle Paul said, “from glory into glory” (2 Cor.
3:18). We look — and work — for the transformation that expands love
and advances justice.

But for too many people in this world, transformation is a regressive

metamorphosis — deepening poverty, increasing marginalization, and

worsening discrimination. The mission and ministry of the United

Church of Christ, across all our congregations in Wisconsin, matter

deeply in this moment.

| see many signs of promise and hope across the Conference:

e Congregations are developing and sharing resources. One

example is First Congregational in River Falls, where the Rev.
Stacy Johnson Myers and a team of artists and writers
responded to the need for quality faith formation programs



aligned with our values by creating “KidLit.” Imagine how
biblically literate we would be if every generation of UCC people
could recite 52 key stories from the scriptures! We are building
out the Conference website to better share these kinds of
resources.

¢ New ministers and leaders are responding to God’s call in their
lives — people like Carly Gaeth, who was ordained May 18. A
year ago, | challenged us to raise up to 20 pastors in two years
from within our congregations. Already, a dozen people have
come together to share their stories of God’s holy tug on their
hearts. We’re working to prepare the quality leaders our
congregations need.

e People across our Conference are working for transformation
through justice ministries that address the social issues before
us: WISE, Creation Care, Immigration, Open and Affirming, Break
the Silence, Disaster Ministry, Older Adult Ministry, and the
revitalizing racial justice team. We’re strengthening the
connections among us so that we can engage in advocacy and
action together.

The generosity of your congregation nurtures transformative ministries
around our state and enables the Conference to share them among our
congregations.

OCWM WISCONSIN IMPACT

OCWM Wisconsin Impact, formerly known as OCWM Basic Support,
funds the wider mission and ministry of the United Church of Christ.
Because of our gifts to OCWM Wisconsin Impact, the Wisconsin
Conference can support the vitality of congregations like ours. A
portion of OCWM Wisconsin Impact goes to regional missions like
United Church Camps, Inc. (outdoor ministry) and the National
Ministries of the UCC.



