
 
 
The Wisconsin Conference UCC can support and strengthen the 
faithful ministry of congregations because of gifts to OCWM Wisconsin 
Impact (formerly, OCWM Basic Support).  
 
Congregations across the Conference work on racial justice and anti-
racist initiatives in their communities. The Conference works to support 
these efforts. Together, we can bear witness to God's inclusive love. 
 
In coming weeks, we will embark on several anti-racist initiatives that 
can help equip our local congregations to engage in the work of racial 
justice. As the Rev. Franz Rigert, our Conference Minister, says, “Even as 
some in our society seek to roll back civil rights, God’s spirit of inclusion 
and equality urges us to intentionally address our nation’s 400-year 
history of racial discrimination through learning, dialogue, confession 
and repair.” 
 
Our Racial Justice Team is being reinvigorated. The team focuses on 
creating safe spaces for challenging conversations, encouraging 
engagement in the movement for racial justice, and examining sources 
of resistance to change. The team’s vision is to become a beloved body 
in Christ, a community that learns and listens deeply, striving to model 
anti-racist behaviors and advocate for personal and collective 



transformation. The team welcomes new members. Email Lisa Hart 
(lhart@wcucc.org), associate conference minister for faith formation 
and justice ministries, to learn more. 
 
We are also excited about a unique learning opportunity — a 
pilgrimage to Civil Rights Movement landmarks in Alabama. The tour 
— scheduled for Feb. 1-6 at a cost of $1,200 per person —will immerse 
participants in the movement with visits to sites such as Dexter Avenue 
King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery and the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma. The trip promises to be a transformative experience, 
bringing history to life in a profound way. To learn more, email 
Conference Minister Franz Rigert at frigert@wcucc.org. 
 
In the spring, we will host an All-Conference Read of Robin DiAngelo's 
"Nice Racism: How Progressive White People Perpetuate Racial Harm." 
The aim of the book study is to foster deeper conversations and 
understanding within our congregations. 
 
The generosity of congregations and individuals to OCWM Wisconsin 
Impact nurtures transformative ministries around our state and enables 
the Conference to share them among our congregations.  
 
 
 
   

OCWM Wisconsin Impact, formerly known as OCWM Basic Support, 
funds the wider mission and ministry of the United Church of Christ. 
Because of our gifts to OCWM Wisconsin Impact, the Wisconsin 
Conference can support the vitality of congregations like ours. A 
portion of OCWM Wisconsin Impact goes to regional missions like 
United Church Camps Inc. (outdoor ministry) and the National 
Ministries of the UCC. 
 

Learn more at www.wcucc.org. 
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