
 
 
The Wisconsin Conference UCC can support and strengthen the 
faithful ministry of congregations because of gifts to OCWM 
Wisconsin Impact (formerly, OCWM Basic Support). This mission often 
means supporting congregations and pastors as they engage the 
“search and call” process.  
 
Barbara Bendlin stepped forward to lead the First Congregational UCC 
of Janesville, WI, search process. “Honestly, it was time consuming,” 
Barbara reported, “But also the most fulfilling volunteer service I’ve 
participated in at church.” The committee built deep relationships with 
each other as they took on the serious work of listening to the 
congregation and the leadings of the Holy Spirit to find a new pastor. 
The process helped the congregation better understand itself.  
 
Rev. Rachel Bauman provided support along the way. “When we felt 
overwhelmed, Rachel helped breakdown all we had to do in 
manageable steps.” The committee often turned to Rachel for guidance 
and coaching. 
 
Interim Rev. Bob Gross hosted cottage meetings with members of the 
congregation. His work helped inform the development of the profile, 



ensuring the committee clearly expressed their identity to prospective 
applicants. 
 
All the work of the search committee showed up when they 
interviewed Rev. BJ Barlow. “I was immediately impressed by their 
thoughtfulness in the interview process.” The care of the committee 
came out in many ways, such as during his in-person interview when 
the committee prepared a gift basket of maps, Janesville knick-knacks, 
and snacks for his room. He found the opportunity compelling, noting, 
“I could clearly see that they were on a journey that celebrated music 
and children and youth.” 
 
As BJ discerned the call to Janesville, Rachel walked with BJ through 
questions he had. “I appreciated her responsiveness and 
encouragement.”  
 
The Conference can support the search and call processes of our 
congregations because of the generous gifts of congregations like 
ours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCWM Wisconsin Impact, formerly known as OCWM Basic Support, 
funds the wider mission and ministry of the United Church of Christ. 
Because of our gifts to OCWM Wisconsin Impact, the Wisconsin 
Conference can support the vitality of congregations like ours. A 
portion of OCWM Wisconsin Impact goes to regional missions like 
United Church Camps Inc. (outdoor ministry) and the National 
Ministries of the UCC. 
 

Learn more at www.wcucc.org. 


